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What size tree is best for your landscape?

How much water will your new tree get in your landscape?

How much sun will your new tree get in your landscape?

Medium trees are over 25’ 
tall up to about 45’ tall. 
Think of a 3 to 4-story 
building

Extra Small trees are less 
than 18’ tall, they can be 
planted in smaller areas, so 
they are great for smaller 
lots.

Large trees 
grow to over 45’ tall. Not 
every landscape has room 
for a large tree. But they 
provide the most benefits.

Small trees 
are 25’ tall , these can be 
planted closer to the house 
than larger trees and fit 
most Roseville landscapes.

Very low water
Most native plants from nearby or 
similar climate like: Native Oaks, 
California Fuchsia, Poppies, 
Foothill Penstemon, Santa Barbara 
Daisy.

Low water, “waterwise” plants
Need less water than most 
nursery plants. Examples: 
Lantana, Lavender, Fortnight Lily, 
Rosemary, Yarrow, Catmint and 
many Salvia.

Moderate water plants include
most nursery plants like: Roses, 
Azaleas, Gardenias, Camellias, 
Japanese Maples.

High water plants use the most 
water. Examples: Lawns, Coast 
Redwoods, most ferns, Bigleaf 
Hydrangeas, many maples.

Structure  Tree size  Very Small Small Medium Large
Fence, underground utilities 3’ 3’ 5’ 6’
Paving 2’ 4’ 6’’ 8’’
Building or pool 4’ 6’ 10’ 25’
Overhead high voltage lines OK to plant under lines 20’ 30’

Roseville 
Urban
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Foundation

Full Shade-Trees or buildings 
shade the area for most of the 
middle of the day.

Plant only shade tolerant trees 
in full shade, others will not get 
enough sun to stay vigorous.

Part Shade-less than 6 hours of direct sun 
because trees or buildings block sun for some of 
the middle of the day. 

Afternoon shade protects trees and plants from 
the hottest time of the day and is ideal for trees 
than cannot tolerate heat, like Kousa Dogwood 
and Japanese Maple.

Full Sun-Most trees thrive in full 
sun. That means at least 6 hours 
in the middle of the day when the 
sun is strongest. 

Fruit trees require full sun to 
ripen fruit. 

Trees need room to grow. 
Pruning can direct branch 
growth away from the 
house, but it is more difficult 
to control roots.  

Choose your planting location to avoid future problems

For Healthy and Vigorous trees, choose the best 
tree for YOUR landscape conditions
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Small Trees, under 25'  and Very Small Trees, under 18' at maturity
Name                    

 
Tree Form Shape         Mature size      Water

Botanic name Leaves drop in fall? Growth rate Sun 

10-25’ tall
12-20’ wide

Low or   
medium water

Evergreen Faster Full sun
15-25’ tall
15-25’ wide

Medium water                                                 

Deciduous Moderate part or full 
shade

15-20’ tall
15-20’ wide

Low or   
medium water

Evergreen Faster Full sun

12-18’ tall
12-18’ wide

Low or   
medium water

Evergreen Faster Full sun
15-20’ tall
15-20’ wide

Low or   
medium water

Evergreen Faster Full sun

12-20’ tall
12-20’ wide

Low or   
medium water

Deciduous Moderate Full sun
15-25’ tall
15-25’ wide

Medium water

Deciduous Faster Full sun

20-25’ tall
20-25’ wide

Low or   
medium water

Deciduous Faster Full sun
15-25’ tall
15-25’ wide

Medium water

Deciduous Moderate Full sun
20-25’ tall
10'-20’ wide

Very low or 
low             

Deciduous Moderate Full sun
15'-25’ tall
15'-30’ wide

Medium water

Deciduous Faster Full sun, part 
shade

15-25’ tall
15-20’ wide

Medium water

Deciduous Moderate Full sun

African Sumac                                                          
Searsia lancea

Spreading tree with a dense canopy of narrow leaves                             
Looks somewhat like a small weeping willow                               
Dark bark on trunk contrasts with light-colored leaves

Bloodgood 
Japanese Maple
Acer palmatum
‘Bloodgood’

Upright Japanese maple with maroon leaves                       
Leaves turn bright orange in fall                                   
Leaves and branches burn in hot sun                     
Requires afternoon shade to stay healthy

Bottlebrush, 
Lemon  
Callistemon 
citrinus

Bottlebrush-like red flowers in spring and summer        
Hummingbirds are attracted to flowers                          
Can be pruned into a tree or a screen    

Bottlebrush, Violet  
Callistemon 
'Violaceus'

Bottlebrush-like purple flowers in spring and summer        
Hummingbirds are attracted to flowers                          
Can be pruned into a tree or screen   

Chinese Fringe 
Tree
Chionanthus 
retusus

White, fringe-like flowers cover the tree in spring  
Female trees have small, non-staining seeds                                                                           
Half of the trees will be female                           

Delicate-looking tree may be pruned to be single or 
multi-trunked                                                               
White, spring flowers hang below branches           
Especially attractive when viewed from below

Japanese Snowbell 
Styrax japonicus

Bottlebrush, 
Weeping  
Callistemon  
viminalis

Narrow, graceful tree with weeping foliage                             
Showy red, bottlebrush flowers in spring and summer 
attract hummingbirds 

Chaste Tree              
Vitex agnus-castus

Large spikes of blue flowers in early summer                                                                                 
Can grow as a single or multi-trunk tree                  
Flowers attract bees when in bloom

Chitalpa
X Chitalpa 
tashkentensis

Large, pink or white flowers in the spring             
Branches are spread out giving the appearance of an 
airy canopy                                                      

Showy, white to dark pink flowers in spring                                
Small crabapples (1/4"-1") form in the summer                 
Small fruit varieties are less messy.

Desert Willow 
Chilopsis linearis

Several varieties with large, white, pink, or purple 
flowers in spring and summer                                                     
Bean-shaped seed pods                                                 

Eastern Redbud
Cercis canadensis

Hot pink flowers cover this tree in the spring                   
Leaves are heart- shaped and flutter in the breeze 
There are several varieties, check plant tags for height

Crabapples. There 
are many varieties  
Malus cultivars

Description                                                                                   
More information and photos on the website
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Small Trees continued, under 25' at maturity
20-25’ tall
20-25’ wide

Medium water

Deciduous Moderate Part or full 
shade

10'-20' tall 
10'-20' wide

Low or   
medium water

Evergreen Moderate Full sun
10'-15' tall          
8'-15' wide

medium water

Deciduous Moderate Full sun
20'-25' tall  
15'-25' wide 

Low or   
medium water

Evergreen Moderate Full sun

12'-15' tall  
12'-15' wide

Low or   
medium water

Deciduous Slower Full sun
15'-20' tall  
15'-20' wide

Medium water       
Full sun

Evergreen Moderate Full sun

15'-25' tall 
and wide

Very low or       
low water   

Evergreen Slower Full sun, Part 
shade

20-25’ tall
20-30’ wide

Very low or   
low water

Deciduous Moderate 
to faster

Sun to part 
shade

20-25’ tall
25-35’ wide

Medium water

Deciduous Moderate Full sun

Medium Trees, 30'-45' tall at maturity
Name, botanic name Tree Shape              

Leaves drop in fall?
Mature size          
Growth rate

Water                
Sun 

Description                                                                           More 
information and photos on the website

25-30’ tall
20-25’ wide

Medium water

Deciduous Faster 
Full sun

30-45’ tall
30-45’ wide

Low or   
medium water

Deciduous Moderate
Full sun

30-40’ tall
30-40’ wide

Low or   
medium water

Evergreen Moderate
Full sun, Part 
shade

Pacific Sunset 
Maple Acer 
truncatum ‘Pacific 
Sunset’

Vigorous, smaller maple can fit in a smaller area    Shiny 
leaves turn bright, orange in fall                                                   
More resistant to pest  and diseases than most maples

Chinese Pistache 
Pistacia chinensis 
‘Keith Davey’

Kousa Dogwood
Cornus kousa

Dogwood tree with large creamy-white blooms in 
spring and wine-colored leaves in the fall                  
Bright red fruits decorate the branches in winter    
Needs afternoon shade to stay healthy. 

Pineapple Guava   
Feijoa sellowiana

Striking white flowers with red centers                    
Edible fruits ripen in fall                                            
Available at nurseries as a shrub or tree

Rose of Sharon           
Hibiscus syriacus

Vase-shaped shrub/tree with summer flowers       Large 
flowers are white, pink, purple, or blue and most have 
have dark pink center    

Versatile shrub is usually seen as a clipped hedge, but if 
allowed to grow, it will form a graceful, multi-trunked 
tree with shiny-bright green leaves

Shiny Xylosma       
Xylosma congesta

Smoke Tree            
Cotinus goggygria

Interesting flowers look like "smoke" in summer       
Varieties with blue-green or maroon leaves                     
Grows faster in well-drained soil              

Southern Magnolia 
Magnolia 
grandiflora   

Large white flowers in late spring followed by cone-like 
pods with bright red seeds                                            
Dwarf varieties: St. Mary, Little Gem, or Victoria

Western Redbud 
Cercis occidentalis

Strawberry Tree   
Arbutus unedo

Picturesque, spreading tree or shrub                       
Showy yellow and red round berries in the fall                                                                      
Spikes of white flowers appear in winter which 
hummingbirds visit. The berries do not seem to attract 
wildlife, but do make a mess on paving.   

Hot-pink flowers cover this California native tree or 
shrub in spring                                                               
Round leaves are blue-green turning yellow in fall                                               
Grows into a fountain-shaped,multi-trunk tree

Marina Strawberry 
Tree
Arbutus
‘Marina”

Pale pink flowers in winter attract hummingbirds 
Smooth mahogany-red bark                                     Yellow 
and red fruit is attractive, but messy on paving Plant 
over mulch or ground cover                         

Wireless Zelkova 
Zelkova serrata 
‘Wireless’

Spreading tree  with attractive leaves that turn red and 
orange in fall                                                                    Best 
with simple, annual pruning when young to thin 
crowded branches

Bright orange and red fall color lasts for 2-3 weeks 
Wide canopy provides lots of shade when mature 
Variety ‘Keith Davey’ has excellent fall color and no 
seeds, seeds from female trees can be invasive
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Medium Trees continued, 30'-45' tall at maturity
20-30’ tall
25-40’ wide

Low or   
medium water

Deciduous Moderate Full sun
25-35’ tall
30-45’ wide

Medium water

Deciduous Slower Full sun

30-45’ tall
25-35’ wide

Medium water

Deciduous Moderate Full sun

30-45’ tall
25-35’ wide

Medium or   
high water

Deciduous Moderate Full sun

Name Tree shape Mature size  Water

Botanic name Leaves drop in fall? Growth rate Sun 

30-50’ tall
40-70’ wide

Very low       
water

Deciduous Slower Full sun

45-50’ tall
30-40’ wide

Medium water

Deciduous
Moderate

Full sun

40-50’ tall
30-40’ wide

Medium or   
high water

Deciduous
Faster 

Full sun

60-75’ tall
40-60’ wide

Medium water

Deciduous
Moderate

Full sun

40-90’ tall
50-90’ wide

Low water

Deciduous
Faster 

Full sun

60-75’ tall
50-60’ wide

Low or   
medium water

Deciduous
Faster 

Full sun

50-70’ tall
50-70’ wide

Medium water

Deciduous Moderate Full sun

Valley Oak
Quercus lobata

Description                                                                                     
More information and photos available on website

Large trees, over 45' tall at maturity

Scarlet Oak
Quercus coccinea

Bright orange/red fall color and small acorns          Some 
leaves may stay on the tree in the winter on young 
trees                                                                      Good oak 
for a lawn                                                         

Red Maple
Acer rubrum

Red leaf color in the fall but not necessarily bright, 
named varieties usually have brighter fall color                    
Good lawn tree, but not suited to low water situations                                             
Simple pruning when young will build strong structure

Ginkgo
Ginkgo biloba
male varieties

Unusual leaves shaped like a duck’s foot turn bright 
yellow for several weeks in the fall                         Usually 
drops its leaves over just a few days        Female trees 
have a smelly fruit so buy a male tree: Autumn Gold, 
Princeton Sentry, Saratoga

Zelkova
Zelkova serrata

Wide spreading, vase-shaped tree with toothed leaves 
that turn red/yellow/orange in the fall                        
Best with somewhat more frequent pruning to avoid 
excessive branch weight

Spreading tree with narrow, bright green leaves looks a 
little like a willow, but without willow problems                                                                
Leaves turn yellow, orange and red in the fall      Acorns 
of this oak are button sized                          Grows well in 
lawns                                                  

Willow Oak
Quercus phellos

Native to California’s Central Valley near rivers       Large 
tree with spreading branches                                                 
Produces large acorns when mature                         Must 
have deep, infrequent water to stay healthy                          

Long-lived California oak is native to our area, usually 
growing on dry hills and rocky areas                                    
Must have very low irrigation to stay healthy             
Blue-green leaves and large acorns                   

Hedge Maple
Acer campestre

Lobed leaves are rounded and turn soft yellow in fall 
Neat-looking rounded canopy                                
Tougher than most maples; tolerates poor growing 
conditions and more resistant to pests and disease 

Little Leaf Linden
Tilia cordata

Canopy is  formal-looking with heart shaped leaves 
Creamy-white flowers are fragrant in summer         
Yellow to golden fall color                                                  
Very popular in Europe as a street tree

Tupelo
Nyssa sylvatica

Bright red, orange, or wine colored leaves in fall                  
Great lawn tree with almost horizontal branches 
Females have 1/2” dry fruits

Bright yellow flowers in summer  followed by papery 
"Japanese Lantern"  seed pods which drop in fall                                                         
Leaves color bright golden in the fall.

Goldenrain Tree
Koulreuteria 
paniculata

Blue Oak
Quercus douglasii
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